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LIX. An Account of the EffeBs of EkEiri- 
city in paralytic Cafes. In a Letter to 
John Pringle, M. D. F. R. S. from Ben- 
jamin Franklin, Efq:^ F. R. S. 

S I R, 

Read Jan. 12, fTP^HE following IS what I can at pre- 
*75 ' J^ ^ f^i^t recoiled, relating to the ef- 
feds of eledricity in paralytic cafes, which have 
fallen under my obfervation. 

Some years fince^ when the news-papers made 
mention of great cures performed in Italy or Ger- 
many, by means of eledricity, a number of para*- 
lytics were brought to me from different parts of 
Penfylvania, and the neighbouring provinces, to be 
eledrifed^ which I did for them at their requeft. 
My method was, to place the patient firft in a chair, 
on an eledric ftool, and draw a number of large 
jftrong fparks from all parts of the affeded limb or fide. 
Then I fully charged two fix-gallon glafs jars, each of 
which had about three fquare feet of furface coated ; 
and I fent the united fhock of thefe thro' the affeded 
limb or limbs 5 repeating the ftroke commonly three 
times each day. The firft thing obferved was an 
immediate greater fenfible warmth in the lame limbs, 
that had received the ftroke, than in the others : 
and the next morning the patients ufually related, 
that they had in the night felt a pricking fenfation in 
the flefh of the paralytic limbs ; and would feme- 
times ftiew a number of fmall red fpots, which they 
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fuppofed were occafioncd by thofe prickiiigs. The 
limbs too were found more capable of voluntarj 
motion, aiid feemcd to reoave ftrengtb. A man, 
fer inftance, who could not the firft day lift the 
lame hand from off his knee, would the next day 
raife it ibto ct five iiicheSJ titfelhi^ higher ^ and 
on the fifth d;ty was aMe^ but with a feeble languid 
motion, to take off his hat. Thefe appearances 
^ave gifeat fpirits to the patients^ and niade them 
tope i potf^cure 5 but 1 do oot rei^ember, that 1 
#eriavrJtoy^i^^ which 

the patients peiFceivic^, and finding the fhocks pretty 
fev6re, they became difcouraged, went home, and 
in a Ihort time relapfed y fp that I never knew any 
advantage from elcftricity in palfies, that was per- 
C$^ iknd how iar tbcapparent temporary ad- 

iaiatage mi^rt^ arife fit)m the exercife in the patients 
journey, ^^ daily to my houfe, or firom the 

ilmits given by the hope of iucpefs, enabling them 
tcf esirt jm0^e ttrength in moving their liriibs, I will 
j^ f^etend^l^ iay. 

- Perh^ i^^ permanent advantage might have 
been oblaitied, if the eleftric fliocks had been ac- 
cpmpai^^ medicine and regimen, un^ 

|ip me dire^ion of a ikilful phyficiaru It may be, 
|j90^ that a fevv great ftrokes, as given in my me- 
liibd, may not be fb prdper as many finall ones^ 
Mnw, by die account ftom Scotland of a cafe, in 
which two hundred fhoeks from a phial were given 
dkily, it feems, that a perfed cure ha§ been made* 
As to any uncommon ftrengtb fuppofed to be in the 
machine ufed in that cafe, I imagine it could have 
mfbsm in the effed produced 5 fince the ftrength 
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of tHe fhock from charged glafs is in proportion to 
the quantity of furface of the giafs coated 5 fo that 
my fliocks from thofe large jars muft have been 
much greater than any, that could be received from 
a phial held in the hand. 
I am, with great refped, 

S 1 JR., 

London, Your moft obedient Servant, 

Dec. 21, I757. 

R. Franklin. 

LX. Obfervations on the late Comet in Sep- 
tember and OAober 1757 ; made at the 
Hague by Mr. D. Klinkenberg : In a 
Letter to the Rev. James Bradley, D. D. 
Ajiroimner Royal, and F.R.S, and Mem- 
ber of the Royal Academy of Sciences at 
Paris. Tranjlated from the Low Dutch. 

o 1 R, 

Readjan.i2, Y Hope you Will be pleafed to excufe 
'^^ ' A the liberty, which I take, of troubling 
you with my obfervations oil the comet, which 
made its appearance here, and in other parts of Eu- 
rope, in the months of September and Ofl:ober laft ; 
and which, according to the news-papers, was firft 
obferved the nth September by Mr. Gartner, at 
Dorlkeurtz near Drefden ; then by me, on the 1 6th 
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